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Newsletter 
Summer Term 2017 

 
 

 
Dear Parents and Students, 
As we approach our Summer holiday, we have lots going on to keep you up to date with. Ballet exams have 
just taken place and Tap exams are early next term for those who are ready. But that’s just a start! We have 
lots of other exciting and inspiring opportunities!... 
 

 Summer Courses – 29th, 30th & 31st August 
 Some slots available for Private Coaching with Miss Philippa during the Summer Holiday 
 Musical Theatre Dance Workshop with Mike Denman – 14th October 
 Contemporary Work Shop with Helen Cox – 14th October 
 The Annual Choreography Competition – 2nd December (tbc) 
 BSDAspire! Has been launched.  This Scheme is for those who want to push themselves 

in any of their current dance genres. 

More details of all these can be found further on in the Newsletter. 
 
We had a fantastic trip to see  42nd Street in London on 29th June! Star of the show, Graeme Henderson who 
plays Andy Lee (and who took our 42nd Street Tap workshop) gave our pupils a back stage tour of the magical 
Theatre Royal showing them the scenery, the costumes and explaining how the massive backstage operation 
works - some of us even got to meet one of the producers of the show!  Graeme was telling us that some of the 
changes are so quick, that every dancer has their own dresser... perhaps that’s what we need in our next show! 
;-)  A really inspiring night for all. 
 
On a personal note, some of you may already be aware that I have been appointed as an Examiner for the 
Imperial Society of Teachers of Dancing.  It will be a very busy and exciting time, but I plan that this new role 
will run alongside my continued commitment to BSD. 
 
As always, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me at buntingforddance@btinternet.com if you would like 
any information or advice. 
Philippa McMeechan, Principal 
 
 

 

Website:- 
www.buntingfordschoolofdance.co.uk 
 
Facebook:-  
Buntingford School of Dance 
Please like us! 
Twitter:-   
@BuntSchoolDance Please follow us! 

Goodbye & Good Luck to Senior Pupils who are leaving us :- 
Hannah Tokely – is going to study for a Dance Degree at Ballet West in Scotland 
Josie McMeechan – is going to Study a 3 year Level 6 Diploma in Professional Dance at Bodyworks in Cambridge 
Rebecca Hayward – is off to University and plans to study Veterinary Medicine at Cambridge University 
Sophie Shaw – is off to University and plans to study Architecture at Nottingham 
Georgina Bush – takes up an apprenticeship with KPMG in London in October 
Good luck to all of you in your GCSEs, A Levels and further studies! 

Thank you to Curtain Call Productions for producing our wonderful show DVD - Look out for our new promo video 
on our website and facebook page soon. 

Autumn Term 2017  
TERM STARTS: Sat 2nd September**  

**NB – Inter Modern at URC on Wednesdays & Street at URC on Thursdays will not commence  
until 13

th
 Sept. and 14

th
 Sept. respectively 

1st HALF OF TERM ENDS: Saturday 14th October 
Half term Break: Mon 16th October – Sat 28th October incl. 

TERM RESUMES: Monday 30th October 
TERM ENDS: Sat 2 December 

(Replacement Friday classes from 14th July = Fri 8th Dec) 
**NB – Inter Modern at URC on Wednesdays & Street at URC on Thursdays will continue until 6

th
 & 7

th
 Dec respectively 
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STOP PRESS! Following the success of our 42nd Street workshop last year we have 
arranged, exclusively for our BSD pupils, 2 more workshops with leading industry 
professionals!... opportunities not to be missed!... 

MISS PHILIPPA will be giving some Private Ballet Coaching Lessons over the Summer holiday   
Is there an area of Ballet you would like to improve? Would you like a head start in the next Grade following an exam?  Is 
there a ballet step you have always wanted to learn how to do?  Would you like help in a particular area of technique?  
Would you like to go over particular elements of your current Grade in detail one-to-one? Please email Philippa @ 
buntingforddance@btinternet.com for details of the slots available. 

 

Mike Denman - Musical Theatre 
Workshop – 14th October! 
 

 
Top West End performer Mike Denman will be coming 
to Buntingford to give our pupils a special Musical 
Theatre workshop! 
 
Mike is a seasoned West End Professional and has 
performed up and down the UK in shows such as 
Matilda, Chicago and the Wizard of Oz and the  
Bodyguard.   
Mike most recently starred as Don Lockwood in 
Singing in the Rain last Summer at the Gordon Craig 
Theatre, Stevenage.  
 
This workshop will be open to all pupils from Age 6 
upwards. 
Please see the booking form attached! 

Helen Cox - Contemporary Dance 
Workshop – 14th October! 
 

 
 
Helen Cox is a Canadian choreographer and performer based 
in London. Current and previous teaching roles include the 
Royal Ballet School; Rambert School of Dance; New English 
Ballet Theatre and Central School of Ballet. 
Her recent work double pendulum (2017) premiered at 
Resolution festival at The Place in January and will tour in the 
Spring/Summer 2017 with performances at the Wandsworth 
Fringe Festival with Kaleidoscopic Arts Platform, The Bunker 
Theatre and AGITART Dance Festival in Spain.  
This workshop will be open to those in Ballet and Modern - 
Grade 2 upwards. 
Please see the booking form attached! 
 

Pupil NEWS 
 Well Done to everyone who took their Ballet exams! Fingers crossed for the 

results 

 Heidi Emes and Emma Briffett will perform with 3 Counties Youth Ballet on 
Saturday 5

th
 August 2017 at Hertford Theatre 

 Jack Gale has performed in Oliver! as the Artful Dodger Dodger – with Potters Bar 
Theatre Company, in Bugsy Malone with HD&OS and also has been cast in the 
forthcoming HD&OS production of Made in Dagenham – Hertford Theatre 10

th
-14

th
 

October 2017 

 Leanne Wong has been awarded a Scholarship to the Cecchetti Summer School at 
Tring. 

 Anni Tyson joined the cast of West Side Story in the recent production by Rare 
Productions in Stevenage. 

 Jasper Eaglesfield who put together all the music for the Show has been accepted 
to the Britten Sinfonia Academy as a Composer for 2017/18. 

 Caitie March has successfully auditioned for The Chelmsford Ballet Company. 

 Congratulations to Emma Briffett, Heidi Emes, Orla Swann, Rebecca Jones & Chloe 
Hatton for excellent results at the recent South Cambridgeshire Festival of 
Dance. 

 Rebecca Jones has been awarded a Cecchetti Classical Ballet Scholarship and 
starts weekly classes in September. 

 Amelia Gruselle has been awarded a place in the Senior Associate class of the 
Cecchetti Associates. 

Congratulations everyone! 
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BSDAspire!  
Following the success of our recent Show, with many classes working together 

seamlessly, we are really excited to be introducing our BSDAspire! Scheme.  

 
This is a universal scheme on offer to all pupils who wish to improve and 
challenge themselves.  The scheme will give pupils the opportunity to take an 
additional class in any genre whether to aim to progress quicker in a single genre 
or across all genres they take.   
 
We are rolling this out in stages, but ultimately the scheme will be ope  n to any 
pupil in Graded Ballet, Tap and Modern classes who is interested in taking an 
additional class in any of the genres they currently take, so taking classes at both 
their current grade and the grade above.  
 
We are starting the roll out of the Scheme after May Half Term with the Modern Grades as we do not have exams 
looming in Modern. Our aim then is to roll it out across Ballet and Tap over the first couple of terms of the next Academic 
Year.  As this is a new scheme in it’s trial phase, we will review it as it progresses and make changes as we see fit.  
 
We are also revising our discount scheme, which has not been altered since its introduction over 10 years ago, to offer a 
higher discount to those taking 8 or more classes. The new discount scheme will be as follows and will still apply to a 
whole family:- 3 classes or more 7%; 5 classes or more 10%; 8 classes or more 13%.  We will introduce the new 13% rate 
immediately and the change to the 10% rate will be introduced from September. 

 

Terms and Conditions of BSDAspire! 

 This is not to be seen as a replacement of a student’s current class(es), but a means of taking an additional higher 
level class, so that they are getting to grips with the demands of the next level, prior to going in to it officially. 

 Aspire! classes will be charged half termly at the usual class rate, and will be included in the multi-class 

discount scheme. 

 If at any time, particularly leading up to an exam, a student becomes confused between the exercises in their 
current Grade and the exercises in the higher Grade, we will recommend they stop until the exam is taken. 

 Notice to stop an Aspire! class must be given the same as for any other class 

 For Ballet where 2 classes a week are recommended for the current grade, a student can only attend an Aspire! 
class if they are attending both classes for the current grade. 

 It will be very important that Aspire! students joining in with a higher level class are aware that the onus will be 

very much on them to be independent and self-disciplined learners, and use their own initiative to pick up the 
work, as the teacher will pace the class at the level of the current students. 

 Aspire! classes are only on offer in Graded Ballet, Tap and Modern, so not in Street, MT or Pointe. 

 

If your child would like to attend an Aspire! class for Modern starting after the Summer, please let us know.  Please 

see the timetable for the days and times of classes.  If your child would be interested when we roll out the Scheme for 
Ballet and Tap, or if you have any questions please do get in touch. 
  

Dates for your Diary 

 Ballet Exams - 8th/9th July 

 Watching Week - 10 – 15th July 

 Summer Courses – 29/30/31 
August 

 Autumn Term Start - 2nd 
September  

 Tap Exams - 24th September 

 Mike Denman Musical Theatre 
Workshop – 14th Oct 

 Helen Cox Contemporary 
Workshop – 14th Oct 

 Cecchetti Classical Ballet & 
Mable Ryan Awards –18th Nov 

 Choreography Competition – 
2nd December TBC 

 Autumn Term Ends – 2nd 
December  

 Friday 8th December – 
substitute classes for Friday 
14th July 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The boring but necessary bits... 
Fees for all classes are due prior to, or on the first day of the term/half term.  Please either pay on-line or 
hand payments to Judith Tokely who is at Freman College on a Saturday morning or Zoe Eaglesfield who will 
be at The URC Hall on a Saturday morning (for the first week of each half-term).  We cannot accept cash  
unless it is the correct money in an envelope with the pupils name and class/es attended clearly written on 
the front.  All fees and classes are listed on the website; www.buntingforddancingschool.co.uk Many thanks! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fees Policy 
A BIG BIG thank you to all of you who make your fee payments in a timely manner 
prior to, or on the first day of a term or half-term.  This is the vast majority of you and 
it is very much appreciated – thank you!  I should be grateful if everyone could remind 
themselves of the fees policy by reading below – many thanks! 
1. All fees should be paid on, or prior to, the first class of term/ ½ term – details of how to make 
payment are given in the termly fees letter and on invoices. 

2. Notice must be given, in writing, prior to the first day of a term/ ½ term (dates as given at top of 
newsletter) if a pupil wishes to stop classes. If no notice is given by 3pm on the final day of the 

holiday, then fees will become due on the first day of the term/ 1⁄2 term (as per dates given at top 
newsletter) and must be paid, regardless of whether your child returns to classes. 
3. A fees letter is issued each term. Invoices are issued on the first day of each ½ term. 
4. If fees are not paid by the end of the second week of the term / ½ term, a £5 admin fee may be 
charged 
5. Refunds/Reductions will only be issued in exceptional circumstances, not for occasional illness or 

for family holidays etc. 

Do we have up to date contact 

information for you? 
PLEASE tell us if you have change of 
address, contact telephone numbers, and 
VERY importantly EMAIL ADDRESS, as 
this is how most of our communication 
takes place.  If you would like a new 
Registration form please contact Zoe 
Eaglesfield at  
zoe.buntingforddance@gmail.com 
 

Thank you!! 
 
 
 

Please note that if your child waits at the school/halls in between classes, they are not our 
responsibility.  Although it goes without saying that we do our best to keep an eye out for all 
children attending classes, we cannot be held responsible for any child who is on the premises 
on their own waiting for classes.   

Show 2017 – Costume Fund – Appeal!  
Please do support our costume fund efforts by drinking as much tea and eating as much cake 
as you can each Saturday morning;-)! If anyone is able to join the cake-baking rota this would 

be much appreciated, please get in touch if feel you can help in any way. 
If anyone is creative and makes and sells items, e.g. bags, scarves, artwork, stationery etc. etc. 

you are welcome to come and set up a stall on a Saturday morning at Freman, in exchange for 
a 10% donation of takings to the costume fund. Please get in touch with myself or Zoe. 

Don’t forget – we now have a uniform for the Musical Theatre and Street classes 
This is a black Buntingford School of Dance T-Shirt, with the school logo.  It is to be worn with your choice of 
leggings/tracksuit trousers and plimsoles or trainers or jazz sneakers, or similar.   
The T-Shirts will need to be ordered from Lynn, and you can choose the colour of the logo.  You can also opt to have a 
name or nickname on the back of the T-Shirt. You can download an order form for a T-Shirt on our website 
http://www.buntingfordschoolofdance.co.uk/dancing-uniform and Lynn can be contacted via email at; 
lynn.briffett@btinternet.com 

Everyone who attends these classes should now have a T Shirt.  Any new comers to either class are asked to 
purchase a T Shirt after a couple of weeks ‘settling-in’ time, thank you. 
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